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SUBCONTRACTORS — INDUSTRY REFORMS 

140. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations: 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, your own member is asking a question. 

Please start again. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I refer to comments by the Premier prior to the last election that “industry reforms are 
urgently needed to safeguard subcontractors” and comments recently by the President of the Legislative Council, 
who said that the government has fallen well short of delivering protections for subcontractors. 

(1) Why has it taken the minister so long to introduce legislation to protect subcontractors when his party 
said it was urgently needed? 

(2) Is the minister struggling to get across the research, statistics and detail of this critical area? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
(1)–(2) What an excellent question! It is interesting that when I was in South Africa at the Mining Indaba 

conference, my wife, Kate Doust, went on radio and spoke about subcontractor matters. I thought that 
I would be asked a question about this last month when Parliament resumed. Apparently, the Liberal Party, 
which did not care about subcontractors in government, does not care about them in opposition either. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is true, and I agree with the Liberal Party on this, that the reforms that the Liberal Party 
introduced in December 2016 were inadequate. I agree with that. I agree that when the former Liberal government 
said it had solved the subcontractor issue in this state, it was wrong. I agree with members opposite on that issue. 
I agree that they were wrong in government and that the reforms they introduced did not go far enough. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! Hear the answer. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I agree with that. That is why I am going further than the inadequate position of the 
Liberal Party in this matter. I am going further than what they talked about in 2016 as being a solution. I remind 
the chamber and the member for Hillarys that all the protections for subcontractors that were introduced by the 
Liberal Party in December 2016 remain in place today. We are building further on that. As people know, because 
I have made the statement in this chamber, we have appointed John Fiocco to lead a group of people in the industry 
to make sure that we can fully implement the promises we made in the election campaign. I agree that the changes 
made by the Liberal Party when it was in government were inadequate. 
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